OFFICIAL    AND    COURT    LIFE
These varied official duties show how highly
Evelyn's help and advice were regarded., and how
ready he was to lend his best services. So far as
politics were concerned he had no ambitions, nor did
controversy attract him, although he had very
decided opinions. He played no active part in the
sensational political events of the seventeenth cen-
tury, but they stirred him often to express himself
very forcibly in writing, and no doubt also in
conversation*
His keen interest in the question of public ad-
ministration and parliamentary business is shown by
the letter he addressed to Lord Godolphin (First
Commissioner of the Treasury) in 1696. After
discussing some of his favourite topics such as coins
and medals, he goes on to advocate a Council of
Trade which would be concerned with the protection
of trade at sea, with manufacture and employment
and with the regulating and testing of new in-
ventions. He deprecates the use of Norwegian
timber in the increased house-building activity, and
naturally wants English timber to be used- He
enlarges on the abuses and bribery in the conduct of
parliamentary elections, deplores "the swarm of
locusts, lawyers and attorneys who fill so many of the
seats/3 and he censures the c'immoderate fees"
charged in the law-courts.
In order to explain Evelyn's association with the
Court, some account must be given of his general
outlook on the political affairs which, during his life-
time, were of a highly disturbing character. It may
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